
 

 

 

 

Second Presbyterian Kindergarten’s Plan to Safely Reopen School in Fall 2020 

SPK is committed to the safe return of staff and students this fall. Our work with 
MUSC’s Back2Business liaisons helped us develop a plan to continue the growth of our 
children’s social, emotional, and academic needs all while prioritizing student and staff 
health and safety.  

The purpose of this summary is to outline the basics of our in-depth plan and provide a 
snapshot of how we will implement our new policies and procedures. The core of our 
mission is to maintain balance and integrity of classroom philosophies and practices 
that make SPK unique.  

The SPK Safe Reopen Plan will include, but is not limited to the following: 

SCHOOL START DATE 
Due to the current number of COVID-19 cases in our area, we are moving our first day 
of school back until Tuesday, September 8. We will continue to work with local medical 
experts, but feel that given the spread rate, this decision is in the best interest of both 
staff and children.  
 
MEDICAL METRICS 
In order to make sound decisions regarding our ability to safely provide instruction and 
care for our children, we have worked closely alongside a team from the Infectious 
Disease Department at MUSC. After a series of interviews and a walk through of our 
facility, the B2B team developed a playbook specifically designed for SPK that outlines 
workforce preparations, education for staff, employee and children risk assessments, 
and environmental recommendations. Not only has this group been instrumental in our 
planning, but we will continue working with them throughout the year. This team will be 
available to guide our evolving approach to in-person instruction amidst COVID-19. 
 
 
DROP OFF ROUTINE 
Currently we will be unable to offer our 8 a.m. Early Birds Program. Instead, we will 
extend our drop off/carpool to allow additional time needed for temperature checks and 
social distancing. Children may be dropped off between 8:30 and 8:50a.m. Parents will 
be required to remove children from their car seats and bring them to the front gate. 
Here they will have their temperatures taken, hands sanitized, and a teacher will escort 



 

 

them to their classroom. We will have an assigned door for entry and a different 
assigned door for exiting. Any children arriving later than 8:50 will have to be checked in 
at the front door entrance to the Education Building off Ashmead. 
 
SCHOOL DISMISSAL 
We will stagger school dismissal in order to maintain social distance. If you have 
multiple children to pick up, please arrange with the front office and we will coordinate 
(typically the older child will wait outside with the younger sibling).  
School dismissal schedule: 
 
11:30 Toddlers and Twos 
11:40 Preschool (Threes) 
11:50 Pre-K (Fours) 
Lunch Bunch Dismissal is from 2:15-2:25 
Kindergarten will be dismissed at 2:20    
    
Children will wait behind the gate and be escorted by teachers to their car. 
Parents/caregivers will be responsible for putting children in their car seats. Allot extra 
time for pick-up on inclement weather days. We will have children remain in their 
classrooms and radio in for their dismissal upon your arrival to car line. 
 
IN-PERSON SCHOOL CAPACITIES 
The SPK campus was analyzed to determine how many children can be in each 
classroom using safe-distancing protocols. Based on current analyses, children will stay 
in their classroom for snack and Lunch Bunch (where applicable); music, Spanish, & 
library will travel to their classroom. Line demarcations have been set to keep children 
socially distant when standing in the hallway or sitting for carpool pickup. Chapel 
attendance is being reduced to only Threes, Fours, and Kindergarten to adhere to our 
safe distancing. All of these protocols will be reevaluated quarterly. 
 
CLASSROOM DESIGN 
All area rugs have been stored for later use and group seating will be spread out using 
new vinyl cushioned sit spots or by using social distancing protocols. Student work 
tables will have plexiglass dividers where six feet of separation is not possible. 
 
FACE COVERINGS 
SPK staff is expected to wear face coverings at all times. Students age two and younger 
are not expected to wear face coverings. All other students should bring/wear a mask 
where unable to maintain 6 feet distances. It is preferred by our B2B team that masks 
remain on at all times, however, we recognize that this is not feasible for many students. 
We will designate when there are appropriate times to wear a mask (e.g., “mask on or 
mask off”) and teach them proper storage when not in use. Masks will not be worn on 
the playground unless requested by a parent. 



 

 

 
SANITIZATION 
SPK will follow strict cleaning guidelines to help maintain a safe and healthy learning 
environment. Our regiment will include but not be limited to the following safeguards: 

 Daily/frequent disinfecting of high touch areas including bathrooms, light 
switches, door knobs, tabletops, chairs, etc. using EPA approved cleaners  

 Facility-wide fogging with disinfectant equipment as needed 
 Touch-free soap dispensers installed next to every sink 
 Hand sanitizing stations set up in each classroom and at all points of entry 
 Excess toys removed to insure sanitization after each individual use 
 “Art Caddy” assigned to each child to limit sharing of school supplies and 

manipulatives 
 Clear plastic storage bins assigned to each child for cubby storage (change of 

clothes, etc.) 
 All fabrics removed where feasible (upholstered chairs, curtains, plush toys, 

dress-up clothes, canvas smocks, floor pillows, etc.) 
 Carpet vacuumed daily and steam cleaned monthly or as needed 

 
VENTILATION 
Our building’s HVAC installer visited at the end of July to assess our filter upgrade 
options. New filters have been put in place and will be monitored monthly. A window 
screen has been provided to each class to allow additional air flow.  
 
SNACKS AND LUNCH 
Children will eat in their classroom. SPK will now provide simple nut-free snacks daily. If 
your child has food allergies, you must send in a few non-perishable snack options for 
us to distribute. We will inform you when refills are needed. At this time, we otherwise 
cannot share food from home. Birthday treats will be the only exception, but they must 
be store bought and individually wrapped.  Even without homemade cupcakes, we 
commit to still making their day special! We promise your child will feel loved   
 
Lunch boxes will no longer be stored together. Instead they will be stored individually in 
their cubbies. No fabric lunch sacks will be permitted- only disposable paper bags, 
metal boxes, plastic Bento boxes or other non-porous kits. Please label reusable items. 
We are unable to reheat lunches and ideally children should be able to open their 
packages themselves. There are great suggestions online for what is and is not easy for 
young children to open, as this is a common request for schools worldwide right now. 
 
BUILDING SECURITY 
Access by parents and visitors will be limited to the front entrance of the Education 
Building. Our yellow security doors will remain closed. Only virtual tours will be offered 
at this time. If your child normally receives special services in the classroom, only 



 

 

preapproved therapists may visit but will be required to use a separate room for 
instruction. We will evaluate this quarterly with hopes to integrate more opportunity for 
special services but for the safety of our students and teachers, we cannot allow visitors 
into the classrooms at this time. All staff in the building must mind the 3 W’s:             
Wear a mask, wash your hands, and watch your distance! 
 
PARENT COMMUNICATION 
Teachers will electronically communicate the following: 

 Weekly classroom news and photos  
 Important reminders 
 Monthly calendars 
 Quarterly assessments or conference calls as needed 

 
CONSCIOUS DISCIPLINE 
After children have been home for so long, there will be an intense need for effective 
social and emotional connection. Even though there are changes being made in our 
policies and procedures, SPK staff is committed to incorporating our tried and true 
Conscious Discipline philosophies in an atmosphere of Christian love. We will nurture, 
create, and grow together. 
 
STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
Prior to the start of work days in August, teachers will have various professional 
development sessions they will attend to review our new teaching strategies, safety 
measures, and classroom expectations that were created in collaboration with our 
MUSC B2B Team. During teacher workdays, our staff will focus on implementing these 
new concepts into classroom designs, routines, and practices that are age appropriate. 
We cannot wait to explore this with our expert teaching staff! Please continue to support 
them with messages of encouragement throughout the year. Teaching is a hard job but 
we love it! We will be learning as we go and always welcome your feedback. 
 
COVID-19 TESTING FOR EMPLOYEES RETURNING TO WORK 
All SPK teachers and staff will be tested as recommended by MUSC B2B. 
 
CARE CORNER 
Normal ailments and injuries will be treated per usual by the child’s teacher or in the 
front office. If while at school a child presents symptoms from the below list of possible 
signs of COVID-19, they will be immediately removed from their classroom and brought 
to our newly assigned “Care Corner.” The Care Corner is adjacent to the front office and 
will provide a safe place for children to be screened and wait for their parents to pick up 
if necessary at the front entrance of the Education Building. 
 
 



 

 

SYMPTOMS AT SCHOOL 
SPK staff will take and record temperatures upon arrival each morning as well as again 
for those staying for Lunch Bunch. If children run a fever of 100.4 or higher, they will 
not be allowed to enter or stay at school. We will also monitor children for COVID-19 
symptoms while at school: 

 Fever or repeated shaking with chills 
 Cough 
 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
 Muscle or body aches 
 Headache 
 New loss of taste or smell 
 Sore throat 
 Congestion or runny nose 
 Nausea or vomiting 
 Diarrhea 

 
Please do not send your child to school in the morning if they have a fever or any of the 
above mentioned symptoms. We are aware of the challenges this presents with young 
children and hope that our new hand washing and classroom cleaning protocols 
combined with social distancing will aid in reducing the common cold and other viruses 
among our children.  
 
COVID-19 POSITIVE CASES 
Protocols are in place for notification and prompt contact tracing of COVID-19 positive 
cases to determine necessary quarantine and facility cleaning. Our team at MUSC B2B 
combines current guidelines provided by both CDC and DHEC to create policies 
applicable specific to school. We will share this information as well as how we will 
handle exposure/close contact, quarantining, and safe to return policies once the local 
School Exclusion information has been released to our community. 
 
SCHOOL SHUTDOWNS 
In the event that the Governor mandates school closures at any given point, we will 
need to shut down our in-person instruction. Parents can expect continued 
communication as well as online instruction where applicable to fulfill the remainder of 
the present quarter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


